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4HE฀PRODUCTION฀OF฀WILD฀0ACIlC฀SALMON฀AT฀ITS฀ESSENCE฀COSTS฀

NOTHING�฀AND฀IS฀A฀PROCESS฀THAT฀HAS฀BEEN฀PERFECTING฀ITSELF฀

WITHOUT฀HUMAN฀HELP฀OVER฀THOUSANDS฀OF฀YEARS�฀.OT฀ONLY฀DO฀WILD฀

SALMON฀SUPPORT฀HUMAN฀DIETS฀AND฀OVER฀���฀OTHER฀SPECIES�฀

BUT฀THEY฀ARE฀ALSO฀A฀HUGE฀KEY฀TO฀THE฀GREATER฀ECOSYSTEM�฀

7ILD฀SALMON฀BRING฀VITAL฀NUTRIENTS฀FROM฀THE฀OCEAN฀BACK฀TO฀

THEIR฀NATAL฀STREAMBEDS�฀WHERE฀
฀AFTER฀MATING฀AND฀DYING฀


฀THEIR฀DECOMPOSING฀BODIES฀RELEASE฀THESE฀NUTRIENTS฀INTO฀THE฀

WATER�฀SOIL�฀PLANTS�฀AND฀ANIMALS�฀%VEN฀FORESTS฀GROW฀BIGGER฀

AND฀STRONGER฀WHERE฀THE฀WILD฀SALMON฀STILL฀SWIM�฀

&ARMED฀SALMON฀COST฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀LESS฀THAN฀WILD฀SALMON฀

AND฀THEY฀ARE฀AVAILABLE฀YEAR
ROUND�฀"UT฀THE฀MARKET฀PRICE฀

DOES฀NOT฀FACTOR฀IN฀THE฀MANY฀hHIDDENv฀ECOLOGICAL฀COSTS฀OF฀

SALMON฀FARMS�฀-OST฀ARE฀OPEN�฀NETTED฀PENS฀IN฀COASTAL฀WATERS�฀

ALLOWING฀HAZARDOUS฀CHEMICALS฀AND฀PESTICIDES�฀WASTE฀

AND฀EFmUENTS฀INSIDE฀THE฀PENS฀TO฀PASS฀THROUGH฀THE฀NETS฀

FREELY�฀CONTAMINATING฀LOCAL฀ECOSYSTEMS�฀4HE฀WASTE฀SETTLES฀

AND฀ACCUMULATES฀BENEATH฀AND฀AROUND฀THE฀SALMON฀FARMS�฀

CREATING฀A฀DEAD�฀UNINHABITABLE฀ZONE�฀-ICROSCOPIC฀GERMS฀AND฀

DISEASES฀ALSO฀POSE฀BIG฀PROBLEMS�฀INFECTING฀AND฀WEAKENING฀

NEARBY฀WILD฀SALMON�฀3EA฀LICE฀OUTBREAKS฀IN฀NET฀PENS฀ARE฀

TAKING฀AN฀ESPECIALLY฀HEAVY฀TOLL฀ON฀WILD฀SALMON�฀SINCE฀THE฀

SEA฀LICE฀CAN฀EASILY฀ESCAPE฀THROUGH฀THE฀NETS�฀CONTAMINATING฀

YOUNG฀WILD฀SALMON฀AS฀THEY฀MIGRATE฀OUT฀TO฀SEA�฀

.ON
NATIVE฀!TLANTIC฀SALMON฀MAKE฀UP฀THE฀VAST฀MAJORITY฀

OF฀THE฀OUTPUT฀FROM฀0ACIlC฀SALMON฀FARMS�฀AND฀THEY฀OFTEN฀

ESCAPE฀IN฀LARGE฀NUMBERS฀SUCH฀AS฀WHEN฀A฀PEN฀IS฀DAMAGED฀

BY฀A฀STORM฀OR฀PREDATOR�฀%SCAPEES฀POSE฀DIRECT฀THREATS฀TO฀

WILD฀0ACIlC฀SALMON฀BY฀INCREASING฀COMPETITION฀FOR฀FOOD฀AND฀

HABITAT�฀INTRODUCING฀DISEASES฀AND฀PATHOGENS฀ORIGINATING฀

FROM฀THE฀FARMS�฀AND฀GENETI


CALLY฀DEGRADING฀WILD฀SALMON฀

STOCKS฀THROUGH฀INTERBREED


ING�฀)NTERBREEDING฀THREATENS฀

THE฀IRREPLACEABLE฀GENETIC฀

INTEGRITY฀OF฀UNIQUE฀WILD฀

SALMON฀STOCKS฀THAT฀HAVE฀

GENETICALLY฀ADAPTED฀TO฀SUR


VIVE฀AND฀THRIVE฀IN฀THEIR฀SPECIlC฀STREAMS฀AND฀WATERSHEDS฀

OVER฀THOUSANDS฀OF฀YEARS�

7HILE฀SALMON฀HATCHERIES฀ARE฀NOT฀AS฀ENVIRONMENTALLY฀COSTLY฀

AS฀SALMON฀FARMS�฀IMPROPER฀HATCHERY฀MANAGEMENT฀DOES฀

ADD฀TO฀THE฀ECOLOGICAL฀TOLL฀ON฀WILD฀SALMON�฀3INCE฀HATCHERY฀

SALMON฀ARE฀RELEASED฀INTO฀OPEN฀WATERS฀AS฀JUVENILES�฀THEY฀

CAN฀INTERBREED฀WITH฀WILD฀SALMON฀AND฀COMPETE฀FOR฀FOOD฀AND฀

SPACE�฀-UCH฀MORE฀CAREFUL฀MANAGEMENT฀OF฀NECESSARY฀

HATCHERIES฀WOULD฀ALMOST฀CERTAINLY฀LEAD฀TO฀FEWER฀PROBLEMS฀

FOR฀WILD฀STOCKS�฀AND฀IN฀CERTAIN฀CASES฀COULD฀ALLOW฀IMPERILED฀

WILD฀STOCKS฀TO฀REBOUND฀TO฀HARVESTABLE฀LEVELS฀WITHOUT฀THE฀

STRESSFUL฀INmUX฀OF฀HATCHERY฀lSH�

�฀ .UMBER฀OF฀!TLANTIC฀SALMON฀ESCAPING฀FROM฀A฀฀

7ASHINGTON฀STATE฀NET฀PEN฀IN฀A฀SINGLE฀����฀INCIDENT�฀

�������

�฀ 2IVERS฀IN฀"RITISH฀#OLUMBIA฀IN฀WHICH฀!TLANTIC฀SALMON฀

FARM฀ESCAPEES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀FOUND�฀��

�฀ .UMBER฀OF฀POUNDS฀OF฀lSH฀REQUIRED฀TO฀PRODUCE฀�฀POUND฀

OF฀FARMED฀SALMON�฀�
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